Since the mid 1990's, the field of paleoherpetology in Germany has experienced a remarkable burst in research productivity and importance. In particular, young students were developing a new interest in the study of fossil amphibians and reptiles, paralleling a growing enthusiasm for new analytical tools and methodologies.
In May 2008 the meeting was held for the 12th consecutive time, and for the first time at the Museum fçr Naturkunde, Berlin. As a tribute to this premiere, the increasing success of the meeting and the thriving state of research in paleoherpetology in Germany, we wish to present a special volume of the museum's own journal, the Fossil Record, which is devoted exclusively to studies of fossil amphibians and reptiles. Distributed over two consecutive issues, the topics of the contributions range from small, newt-like Palaeozoic amphibians to the gigantic sauropod dinosaurs from Tendaguru to a simulated bird gastric mill, reflecting just a portion of the wide diversity of this field.
We wish to thank managing editor Dr. Dieter Korn und editor-in-chief Dr. Martin Aberhan, who have been willing to reserve two issues of the Fossil Record for this special volume, and who have been helpful and supportive throughout the process. A great thanks goes also to Ms. Eva Patzschke and Ms. Stefanie Klug for their technical support. Lastly, we wish to thank all the authors, as without their contributions this special volume would not have been possible.
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